During recent months much has been written on the subject of the influenza pandemic in its various phases. In these writings bacteriology has had a prominent place, 
During recent months much has been written on the subject of the influenza pandemic in its various phases. In Respiratory Complications bulk most largely in the records. Catarrh of the upper respiratory tract was general, the nasopharynx, larynx, and trachea all participating. The latter were often so severely affected as to rank as serious complications of themselves. Epistaxis, of varying degree, was present in about 70 per cent of all cases. In some it was persistent and severe, though largely beneficial, in so far that it relieved congestion and headache. Rarely did it call for special treatment, and in only one case had plugging of the posterior nares to be resorted to for its control.
The common finding in severe cases was a generalised bronchitis, of varying degree, which was present from the outset. Even without evidence of definite consolidation of lung, but only an acute basal congestion, cyanosis, with persistent condition might best be described as that of In nasal swabs the diplo-streptococcus was frequently the predominating organism, both in early acute stages of influenza or pneumonia, and in the subsequent chronic nasal catarrh.
The urine showed evidence of nephritis in a high percentage of the severe cases of influenza and pneumonia, and numerous streptococci were present in a considerable percentage. The experience was that the organism was more frequently present in the urine towards the decline of the autumn epidemic. In the peculiar urinary condition referred to in the clinical notes, the urine, when collected with aseptic precautions, gave a pure culture of a diplo-streptococcus.
The strepto-pneumococcus was first obtained in pure culture from the blood of cases of the acute, almost fulminating, bronchopneumonia. The Since writing the foregoing outline of bacteriological findings a partial description of the organism described as the streptopneumococcus has been given by Hicks and Bray in the Lancet of 15th March. They apparently failed to grow the organism on subculture from blood cultures, and also did not meet with it in nasal swab culture plates, probably owing to the media employed.
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